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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
1.1 The LBHF Arts Strategy was signed off in September 2016 and included a 

comprehensive action plan. Since then, an Interim Arts Officer has been 
appointed and begun implementation, working with colleagues in Events, 
Regeneration, and partners within the wider Arts world including 
HammersmithBid. 

 
1.2 A plan for the next 12 months has been drafted and for maximum impact, will 

require support from other stakeholders. This is attached as an appendix. 
 
1.3 The activities proposed for 2017/18 are expected to cost in the region of £300k 

to be funded from various sources.  
 

1.4 Funding is required for some of the more ambitious projects will require ongoing 
consultation with the arts community.  
 

1.5 The Arts Network (AN) has proved a valuable link with local creative industries 
and practitioners. Two AN meetings have so far occurred in 2017 and we are 
on target for four per calendar year. The format of the meetings is collaborative 



and informal; serving as an opportunity for local creatives to develop their own 
networks as much as it is for the council to find synergies between related arts 
activities.  
 

1.6 On 13 June 17 the Arts Development Officer attended a London Cultural Forum 
meeting held at Guildhall Art Gallery. The subject of the session was an 
examination of the arts and culture as agents of social change. The session 
yielded some interesting insights and useful takeaways applicable to the Art 
Strategy. Keynote speaker Andrew Barnett (director of the UK Branch of 
Calouste Gulbenkian) described a forthcoming report by his organization; the 
culmination of a year’s nationwide research into the civic role of arts institutions. 
Whilst the report is not due to be published until 10 July 17, two of the key 
findings seem to be; 
 
a) the danger that arts organizations have been slower to integrate digital 

platforms then other sectors 
b) the lack of diversity within arts organizations will risk the sectors’ relevance 

and growth in future generations unless the issue can be directly addressed. 
 

1.7 The CB report will be a useful resource on its publication and should further 
reinforce the ambitions of our own strategy. Coral Flood of the GLA also 
discussed this year’s London Borough of Culture award. A new competition for 
the 32 London boroughs to apply for funding to lead a ‘game changing’ cultural 
programme in 2019 and 2020. With LBHF’s Arts Development Officer in place 
and the art strategy underway we should be well positioned to submit an 
application in the autumn.  

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

2.1. To comment on planned trajectory of the Art Strategy.  
 
3. REASONS FOR DECISION 

 

3.1. Based on the initial success of the art strategy we want to move forward by 
highlighting the programme across the council and throughout London, working 
within existing budgets, and fundraising where any additional budget is 
necessary. 
 

4. CONSULTATION 
 

4.1. Whilst drafting the Art Strategy a public consultation was conducted that 
included the advice of local partners, members of the creative industries and 
the wider arts community.   
 

5. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1. In keeping with our core theme of ‘Inclusion’ officers maintain that Equality 
Implications are a pre-requisite of any arts activity running as part of the 
strategy.   

 



 
6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

6.1. There are no legal implications relevant to the proposal that have not already 
been considered as part of the background in drafting our Art Strategy 
published last year. 

 
7. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
7.1. Indicative costs within for activities in the proposed Arts Strategy for 2017/18 

are in the region of £300k.  
 
7.2. External funding of £20k from HammersmithLondon has been agreed and is 

matched by the Council – please see further detail in the table below. 
 

Confirmed funding   

 s.106  £18,000.00 

 H'Smith London  £20,000.00 

Forecasted funding   

 Forecasted grant funding   £25,000.00 

  

 Cost of delivering full 
programme  

£292,983.00 

  

 Additional funding required  £229,983.00 

 
8.  IMPLICATIONS FOR BUSINESS 

 
8.1. It is our vision that Hammersmith and Fulham be a place where the arts are at 

the centre of a dynamic local economy, fostering local jobs and stimulating 
economic growth.  

 
 


